Good Yom Tov and Chag Sameach, everyone.

Thank you to the drasha sponsors, Murray and Baila Jacobson, in memory of Murray's grandmother,
Sara Leah Yankelowitz, a’h, whose yahrtzeit is the 15™ of Tishrei. May her neshama have an aliya and
may the sponsors be rewarded for their support of the shul with good health, bracha, and hatzlacha.

Rav Yaakov Galinsky (Vehigadta, p. 231) points out that, although Pesach and Sukkos both
commemorate Yetzias Mitzrayim, they couldn’t appear to be more different.
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On Pesach, we celebrate inside our comfortable homes, we use our nicest dishes, we recline, we drink an
abundance of wine. In contrast, on Sukkos, we sit outside, sometimes cramped in a small hut and often
(although not this year in Baltimore) the weather has turned cold...Then, he says, as if the sukka is not
cramped enough with our entire family, we invite the ushpizin to make things more cramped!

If they both commemorate Yetzias Mitzrayim, why do they look so different?

He answers that it is the timing of the two Yamim Tovim that differentiates them.
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If we have truly acquired over the Yamim Noraim the perspective—that spirituality is the goal, and
materialism is just a means to an end, that the world to come is the main world, and this world is just a
corridor, we can appreciate leaving our “permanent home” in favor of a more temporary dwelling that
affords us the opportunity to enjoy the shade of faith, the shade of Hashem's presence. When we have
this perspective, there is plenty of room for everyone [in the Sukka].

Usually, to celebrate and appreciate our good fortune, it helps to sit in a luxurious and comfortable
manner. But Sukkos is preceded by the Yamim Noraim—when we focused on ruchniyus. As we come
directly from a place of minimizing our focus on the physical world, NOW we can appreciateHashem’s
gifts to us—His presence and guidance. As we sit outside under the stars, perhaps even in cramped
quarters, we don’t feel deprived. Instead, we feel blessed and fortunate.

We sit in a very basic sukka and realize that we have what we truly need---food, and shelter, and
company, and a relationship with Hashem. We understand what is truly important in life.

We concluded Neilah by saying 2°po&: X117 11 seven times and now we are open to sitting under the
stars—and feeling Hashem’s presence. It makes us feel secure and comfortable.

Based on the early 15™ century German halachist, the Maharil, the Shulchan Aruch tells us in Hilchos
Sukka to begin building our sukka immediately after Yom Kippur.
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Why?
Doing so connects them—Sukkos is premised on the inspiration of Yom Kippur. We can even look at
Sukkos as the culmination of the Yamim Noraim and Yom Kippur. It encapsulates everything we have
built up to.
The Chid’a, Rav Chaim Yosef David Azulai, in one of his sefarim, 93171 nnnw, writes:
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He explains that sitting in a sukka is a tangible reminder that our life in this world is temporary. He
explains that we sit in a sukka--specifically following Yom Kippur--to solidify our awareness of the
temporary nature of this world, to contribute to an appreciation of our higher purpose, and to help us
focus on leaving an enduring and meaningful legacy. These are all perspectives that we developed
during the Yamim Noraim.

The Chid’a also says there is more than just a memory of the Yamim Noraim in the mitzva of sukka.
We are taking the theory of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, the hirhurei teshuva, the thoughts of
remorse and change, and putting them into practice—into active teshuva.
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1t hints to Hashem’s response after Yom Kippur: Mortal man—if you really want to completely return
(do teshuva) I command you to leave your permanent home as a reminder that this world is futile, and
your stay in this world is temporary, keep this knowledge with you at all times.

But I want to share another perspective...on Sukkos and its relationship to Yom Kippur.

We finish Yom Kippur saying 2°p?x7 X371 '77...seven times---with intensity and passion.
We have come to a place of clarity, about Hashem, about our purpose in the world, about what is
important in life.

But after a moment of inspiration, of deep emotion, when that lightning clarifies everything--there is
always “the day after”...when the inspiration dissipates, and things can again become unclear and dark.

I want to share a powerful insight in this regard from Rav Yaakov Weinberg. The phrase 2°p7&1 X171 '
comes from Melachim I--when Eliyahu proved Hashem’s dominance and power to a nation confused
about spirituality. A fire came down from heaven, and everyone proclaimed 2°po8: X177 '
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When they saw this, all the people flung themselves on their faces and cried out: “The LORD alone is
God, The LORD alone is God!”

You would expect that the people were inspired to change and that everyone lived happily ever after.
But, unfortunately, that is not what happened in the aftermath of that miracle.
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Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets of Baal.
Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying by this time tomorrow I will kill you.
And [Eliyahu] saw, and he fled at once for his life. He came to Beer-Sheva, which is in Judah, and left
his servant there.
He himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness. He came to a broom bush and sat down under
it.and prayed that he might die. “Enough!” he cried. “Now, O LORD, take my life, for I am no better
than my fathers.”

Rav Weinberg, (cited in Forever His Students, p. 96), asked about both Izevel’s threat and Eliyahu’s
response to her threat. “How do we explain Izevel’s actions? Doesn’t she realize that the chips are
stacked against her now that Eliyahu has successfully and miraculously defeated the worship of Baal?
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And if indeed she does not care about public opinion but simply wants to murder Eliyahu for the
nuisance that he is to her, why doesn’t she kill him today? Why does she say that she will only kill him
tomorrow?

What is going on here? Did Eliyahu actually think that Izevel would have an epiphany. Izevel was the
epitome of evil. Surely, Eliyahu could not have hoped to change her idolatrous ways. Eliyahu has been
running from her his entire life and never once gave up his mission...Now he is ready to give up?
Didn’t he just perform a wondrous miracle that transformed the entire Jewish nation?

.1t is clear she was not sending him a message she wanted to kill him. . .She was saying - you think you
have defeated me? True, you performed a grand miracle for all to see. Today I can’t touch you but
tomorrow—I will kill you and nobody will say a word. Your miracle will last for just one day.

That’s how effective your miracle is.

Eliyahu realizes...her assessment is... accurate...the power and inspiration of miracles does not
permanently last...and he was ready to give up...
At that point, Eliahu wondered what, if anything, could really change... people.

Miracles...are there to spur a change of heart...but then the hard work begins...to turn the inspiration
into something tangible, something life changing. It is then up to the one who was inspired to try to
make it last.

Izevel noted that inspiration is usually short-lived....and the challenge is living with it “machar,” in the
next stage.

The Torah discusses the challenge of “machar” in context of Yetzias Mitzrayim.
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And when, tomorrow, your child asks you, saying, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall reply, ‘It was with a
mighty hand that the LORD brought us out from Egypt, the house of bondage.

Hashem proved Himself in an unmatched manner during Yetzais Mitzrayim---but what about “machar,”
future generations?

The Torah instructs us:
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“And so it shall be as a sign upon your hand and as a symbol on your forehead that with a mighty hand
the LORD freed us from Egypt.”

The Ramban explains that tefillin, mezuza, Pesach, and Sukkos—
among many other mitzvos-- are there to ensure that we do not forget the inspiration of Yetzias
Mitzrayim ...in the “machar.”
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And because the Holy One, blessed be He, will not make signs and wonders in every generation for the
eyes of some wicked man or heretic, He therefore commanded us that we should always make a
memorial or sign of that which we have seen with our eyes, and that we should transmit the matter to
our children, and their children to their children, to the generations to come, and He placed great
emphasis on it... [He further required] that we make a booth every year.

Rav Dessler takes this idea a step further.
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He writes that it was easy—on Yom Kippur--to reach a true clarity that leads to a desire to do teshuva
and commit to live properly. We do not eat or drink, and we spend the day in prayer, with limited
yetzter hara. But how do we keep this with us after Yom Kippur?

The Sukka is described by the Zohar as Noach’s teiva, that protected him from outside forces that sought
to harm him. Similarly, as we go back to our daily routines, the sukka protects us spiritually. It makes
sure that we are surrounded by an awareness of God. The sukka reminds us to translate the inspiration
and promises from Yom Kippur into the way we live our lives each and every day...1M7n 7°¥2 12wn

But how does the sukka help protect us and hold onto the inspiration?

We return to our routine...)M17N0 Y2 12w, going about our business, but this time in a sukka. The Pri
Megadim says that the schach, and our ability to see the stars, remind us of Hashem’s protection in our
lives and, more generally, in the miraculous survival of the Jewish people...under His watchful eye...

Rav Yaakov Emden writes, in his commentary on Shulchan Aruch, that we must learn to notice the
Yad Hashem, Hashem’s protection and guidance, in our lives and in the survival of the Jewish
people...to truly appreciate our special place in the world, and to ensure that we live with proper focus.
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The sukka represents the shelter that Hashem has provided us in every generation. It helps us feel, in a
very real way, the reality of Hashem guiding our lives, which we acknowledged on Yom Kippur. And
when we see Him in our daily lives...we can learn to integrate that understanding of 2°p%8:71 X171 '17, not
only on Yom Kippur, but on regular days as well. It helps us actualize our hope expressed throughout
these days of > " %5 ' n°22 °naw, to livee with a keen awareness of Hashem’s presence each and every
day of our lives. May we continue to feel the embrace of Hashem, in our own lives, and may the hopes
and dreams of our Yamim Noraim, find expression in our sukkas and lead us to the day when 1%y 011
Tm2w now, when Hashem will rebuild His Holy beis Hamikdash and bring peace and tranquility to the
entire world...amen.



