Good Shabbos, everyone.

| want to thank the sponsors of this week’s drasha:
= Sandy and Aryeh Guttenberg, in memory of Sandy's mother, Irene Lowy, Rechel bas
Tzvi, whose 5th yahrtzeit is 2 Elul.
= Marvin and Debi Szatmary, in memory of Debi's grandfather, Max Pomerantz, whose
yahrtzeit is 5 Elul.
May their neshamos have an aliya and may the sponsors have bracha and hatzlacha for their
generosity and support of the shul.

Plans are taking shape for our schools and yeshivas to open, and Yamim Noraim planning is in
full swing here at Shomrei Emunah. I’d like to remind everyone that one crucial piece of this
complex puzzle is essential to make it all happen. It’s your continued vigilance in the face of
this pandemic. Please continue to wear masks, maintain social distancing, and practice proper
hygiene. And please avoid gatherings where these standards are not strictly adhered to. When
attending large gatherings, we must all be extremely vigilant--for our own and our families’
safety, the community’s safety, and our ability to open schools and yeshivos and to keep shuls
open. May Hashem continue to protect us all...amen.

Yesterday began Chodesh Elul, the month which precedes Rosh Hashana. This month is a gift--
an opportunity to prepare for the Yom Hadin. The Yerushalmi teaches that it takes a month to
change one’s routines and habits. In that vein, yesterday we began a mussar series, with a new
podcast of Ramchal’s Mesilas Yesharim. It will be sent with the shul’s daily emails and via a
WhatsApp group. | encourage everyone to sign up, as Mesilas Yesharim can be a life changing
sefer.

Parshas Shoftim contains one of the most central commandments; 7p%X ' oy 7°70 2°nn.
Be whole, complete with Hashem, your God.

Although the Rambam (Maimonides) does not count this as one of the 613 mitzvos, the Beha”g
(Mitzva 144) does count it as a Mitzva. The Ramban (Nachmanides) also counts it as mitzvah;
it’s Mitzva 8 from his list of the mitzvos that he felt the Rambam left out.
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The Ramban writes that the Rambam (Maimonides) did not count this as a separate mitzva, not
because of its lesser importance, but just the opposite, because it is a n"9212 m1xn, as such, it has a
broad scope and impacts, and relates to each and every mitzva—and to Torah observance in
general. Tamim tihiyeh represents an attitude and approach to a life of mitzvos.

In the words of the Ramban:
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What is this mitzva all about?

The Ramban describes this mitzva as the mindset of putting your trust only in God.
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Targum Onkelos translates tamim as shalem, whole or complete, and he says it means that one’s
yiras shamayim should be complete.
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The Chuzkuni elaborates and says this shleimus with Hashem means that yiras Hashem must be
your only consideration and motivating factor in life. You must not have any other allegiance.
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You may ask: If someone observes the mitzvos, doesn’t that mean that he puts his trust in
Hashem? Why do we need this separate statement?

The 16 century Alshich Hakadosh writes that sometimes, even though we trust Hashem, we
feel that we also need additional help, and we put our trust in others as well. Sometimes, we
treat Hashem as a fallback plan, or as only part of the solution. That is not the level of trust that
is demanded of us.
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Or as the 12 century Bechor Shor writes, we sometimes try to manipulate Hashem. We trust in
Him, but want to twist His arm, as it were. We try to use different calculating tactics. Instead of
turning to Hashem in tefilla, and working on our midos, and our avodas Hashem, we put our trust
in new fashionable “segulas” or other tactics. That, too, is not the level of trust that is demanded
of us.
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Something similar happened during the cheit ha-egel. According to the Sefer haKuzari, most
Jews did not reject Hashem during that unfortunate event. Instead, they also put their trust in the
egel. They hedged their bets. The Netziv explains that, in this context, when Moshe asked *»
"X '1717 he was asking who is committed only to avodas Hashem?
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Temimus demands undivided loyalty and commitment to Hashem.

As the Pesikta Zutresa teaches, when we are told to love Hashem with all our heart, it is
demanding temimus.
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But there is another aspect to temimus and shleimus—an aspect of undivided commitment that is
crucial, especially during these strange and challenging times. There is another element of
putting our trust only in Hashem--about serving Hashem in all circumstances.

As the Bechor Shor says
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We sometimes give ourselves a pass and make an excuse and say—if only circumstances were
different—I could be a good Jew. If only this... If only that...

In many aspects of our lives, we tell ourselves that we need a specific, more ideal setting...and
then we will succeed. We need the security of knowing everything will be the way we think it
should be.

Being shalem with Hashem means accepting that Hashem puts us in the circumstances He would
like us to work within—and our job is to serve Him in those circumstances. Where we find
ourselves is where we should be, because in life, Hashem chooses the parameters, Hashem
chooses the setting...and our job is to do our best within those parameters and within that setting.
Temimus means clinging to God in all circumstances, and doing what is expected of us at all
times, no matter how much less than ideal these circumstances may be. And being secure that
Hashem is in control.

Baalei Machshava write that, to accurately identify the meaning of a word, it is important to go
back to the first use in the Torah. Therefore, let us go back to the first person called a tamim.
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Noach was a tzadik. He was righteous and was tamim in his generations.

The Ibn Ezra and Rada”k raise a grammatical concern about this Pasuk—why is the
word »n17172--in his generations--in the plural, instead of »172--in his generation—in the
singular?

They answer that Noach lived in two distinct time periods—the generation before the mabul and
the generation after the mabul. He lived in two very different time periods that

presented two distinct sets of challenges--but he rose to the occasion and achieved the same level
of righteousness in both eras.

Neither generation was the ideal in which to worship Hashem. The first was filled with
wickedness—corruption that makes our world look tame. But,n1 77707 0°p%&n nX, he walked
with God.

And then, the world was destroyed. Noach and his family remained...charged to rebuild. Not an
ideal circumstance. But Noach persevered. »m=172 77 2°n

The attribute of temimus, by its very nature, means to worship Hashem in every circumstance,
every generation, whatever life throws at you.

How did he remain a tzadik while facing two completely different sets of challenges—first the
challenge of maintaining his principles while living among the most corrupt society and
culture that ever existed, and then facing a new world alone—and attempting to rebuild?
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The answer is that temimus, real righteousness, comes from an unwavering internal conviction.
The secret to Noach’s success was his ability to deal with all the varied external challenges that
came his way, to maintain his standards both before and after the mabul. His actions were
representative of his heart—who he really was. He was an ish shalem—on the inside, as well as
the outside.

As Rabbeinu Bachai writes that temimus means to be genuine and real...on the inside and
outside, in speech and deed.
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Similarly, the Chovos Hal evavos writes that a tamim is consistent—tocho ke-baro, his heart and
his actions match up.
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What is the guiding principle of temimus? According to the Malbim, temimus means that all our
actions are I’shem shamayim.
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How does one accomplish this?

Rav Hirsch (Devarim 18:13) writes about temimus: “This wholeness is the direct result of our
awareness of God’s unity. . .Not even the smallest fiber of our lives shall be detached from God;
we must be with God in our entirety. . .God alone is the director of our fate, and the Guide of our
actions; He alone decides our future, and His will is the sole criterion by which we are to decide
what to do and what to refrain from doing.”

As we approach Rosh Hashana, the day when we acknowledge Hashem as King of the world, we
must internalize the idea that our lives must be directed to the will of Hashem. We must work on
the idea that we must have an unwavering commitment and allegiance to that will. Especially
this year, when the Yamim Noraim will be a little different than past years, our avoda is to do
our best, /’shem shamayim, within the reality in which we find ourselves. During this year of
uncertainty, we must strengthen ourselves in torah, tefilla, chessed, and character development,
and put our trust only in Hashem.

May we live with this realization and see then end of this terrible mageifa and merit to see the
days when 7nx vaw 70k "7 700 &m0 21°2...when all will recognize the glory of Hashem, with the
rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash...bimhera viyamenu...amen.



