Good Yom Tov and Chag Sameach, everyone.

The Torah’s description of Mattan Torah at Sinai begins by informing us that it took place during the third
month after the exodus from Egypt.
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Bnei Yisrael left Mitzrayim in the middle of Nisan, yet the Torah was not given to them until the beginning of
Sivan—seven weeks later. The Medrash Tanchuma wonders: Why did Hashem wait so long before giving
the Torah? Why didn’t He present it to Bnei Yisrael as soon as they left Mitzrayim?
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Giving the Torah was the fourth stage of redemption—a fulfillment of ay% *2 o0& *nnp?1. Why not do it
immediately, like the other three stages *noXx1 ,>nP%mY > NRXIM?

Another question: If we are commemorating Mattan Torah on Shavuos, why does the Torah never state
explicitly that Shavuos is when we received the Torah? For some reason, the Torah left it to Chazal to explain
the connection when they inserted in our tefillos 12°n71n 07 17, thereby indicating that we are celebrating the
time the Torah was given.

Rav Hirsch, in his commentary to Vayikra 23:21, writes that the essence of Shavuos is not Hashem’s giving
of the Torah but the Jewish people’s preparing to accept the Torah. What we are celebrating and
commemorating is all the work necessary to receive the Torah. The lesson for all time is that, just as the Jews
in the desert prepared themselves to accept the Torah 3,300 years ago, so must we, in our days, prepare
ourselves to receive the Torah.
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The Holiday of Mattan Torah is not related to the giving of the Torah, as much as celebrating the preparation
necessary to make ourselves worthy to accept Torah.
That is why the Torah calls this holiday Shavuos, highlighting the weeks of preparation leading up to
receiving the Torah.

But what were they preparing for? According to the Gemara in Shabbos 88a Hashem forced them to accept
Torah. Does coercion need preparation?
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The famous Gemara in Shabbos 88a teaches that, at Har Sinai, God suspended the mountain above the heads
of the Jewish people like a barrel and said “If you accept the Torah—that is great, and if not—this is where
you will be buried...

When the Torah was presented in that fashion, of course the Jews accepted it. But why were they forced in
the first place?

The Maharal (Gur Aryeh, Shemos 19:17) writes.
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that to accept the Torah as the Book of God’s truth, the guide to objective reality, we must acknowledge that its
acceptance is absolutely essential for the existence of the world... We must understand that acceptance and
observance of Torah is as necessary for our existence as the air we breathe and the food we eat. It is the
definition of Reality. The Torah is a necessity and had to be imposed, to show that, without it, the world would
revert to chaos—that, ultimately, there really is no choice.
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The statement that if you do not accept it—your lives will end...was a statement of fact, not a threat. It
was presenting the idea that, without accepting the objective truth of Torah, we are literally digging our own
graves, we are signing up for a meaningless life, and that keeping Torah isn’t something we do because we
feel like it—it is something we must do for our spiritual survival, for a life of meaning.

How often do we approach the mitzvos as discretionary? How often do we reason that they are important
because they will add to our lives, enhance our lives? When we take that approach, the implicit assumption is
that there is nothing really missing in our lives without the mitzvos It’s as if we observe mitzvos out of the
goodness of our hearts, that we want to fulfill only those parts of the Torah that "speak to us" or that will make
us happier. This is the message of the Gemara's statement that "God suspended the mountain over them":
Torah must be fully accepted with absolute commitment to the word of God (all of the Torah, not just the parts
that “feel good”). Teaching Judaism as simply a list of desirable rules and practices is like teaching safety
rules or traffic laws, as just a list of nice practices, instead of what they really are--rules made to save lives.

The Gemara, Brachos 61b, teaches that when the Romans prohibited Torah study, Rabbi Akiva continued to
study, despite the risk of his life. When a fellow Jew, Papus, asked why he put himself in mortal danger for
Torah study, Rabbi Akiva answered with a parable: A hungry fox, standing on the river bank, called out to a
fish, "Fish, why do you subject yourself to such a dangerous existence? Don't you know that a little further
down the river are fishermen just waiting to catch you? Join me on the riverbank and you will be safe."

The fish replied, "What you say about the fisherman might be true. But if I am not immersed in the water, then
surely I will die. My only chance to live is in the water, despite its peril." Rabbi Akiva ended: "Just as a fish
cannot live without water, we cannot live without Torah."

God coerced the Jewish people in order to transmit the understanding that we need Torah, that we cannot
survive without it; that without it we are like fish without water.

But forcing Torah upon them had a downside. In the same Gemara, Shabbos 88a, Rav Acha bar Yaakov
questions this act of coercion because being forced to accept the Torah would give the Jewish people an
excuse.
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The acceptance of the Yoke of Heaven cannot be imposed on a person from the outside.
Indeed, Hashem wanted the Jews to accept the Torah voluntarily...He wanted them to work towards the
understanding of accepting the Torah with a sense of joy and love...to reach a place of excitement. But this
did not happen until Purim...
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The Chasam Sofer writes that the Torah intentionally does not identify Shavuos with Mattan Torah,
because—it was not until the Purim story that there was a full acceptance of Torah, 712;78% 77107 N22p.
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The Torah is something we should accept with love and joy. The Pasuk (Devarim 26:11) says 21071 922 nnnwn,
that we should be happy with all “the good.” The Baal HaTurim says that “the good’ is referring to Torah,
understood from ,21071 which is 22 in gematriya, representing the Torah which was given with 22 letters.
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Similarly, commenting on this same Pasuk, the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh writes, based on the Gemara
Brachos 5a, that ultimate fov is Torah...
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Then he adds “that if people really appreciated the incredible unparalleled sweetness and pleasantness
associated with the Torah, they would literally go out of their minds to pursuit it. Money and riches would
have no value. Nothing else would have value, for the Torah includes within it all of the goodness in the
world.”

In the same vein, the Chayei Adam comments on the pasuk from Devarim 28:47: P2 ' DR N2V K7 WK NN
223% 2 annwa He says in the name of the Ar”i 2’1, that if we truly appreciated mitzvos, every time we
performed a mitzva, we would have greater joy than any other pleasure or acquisition...
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Even the study of mitzvos can be a great joy. In his hakdamah, preface, to his Iglei Tal, the Sochatchover
Rebbe, 7’1, writes that enjoying the study of Torah is part of the mitzva of Talmud Torah.
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The study of Torah should engender a heightened sense of joy within a person. The underlying principle of
Torah study establishes the ideal that a person should envision the truth and be overwhelmed with joy by
experiencing firsthand the depth and clarity of mind achieved through Torah study. The primary objective of
the mitzvah of limud haTorah is the pleasure and satisfaction one derives when he understands a passage
of his learning.

I am sure we have all had moments in our lives, when we were aware of a feeling of overwhelming joy and
connection. But we have so many other priorities; other things that we focus on and look towards to bring us
joy, so many distractions, that it is hard to feel this consistently.

But as Rav Hirsch writes in Collected Writings (Vol 1, p. 269):

“... the Sinaitic Word of God! 218, It proclaims. “I am your God!” But if I am your God, if you say “yes”
with all your heart and soul to the solemn Word of God, then 7% "7’ 8%, you must say “no” to all else. Then
this 218 alone must take possession of your whole internal and external world. Then you are allowed no other
god, neither in your heart nor in your soul, and neither in the heaven nor on the earth.”

This attitude and appreciation takes preparation. As the Chinuch wrote in Mitzva 306 about sefiras ha 'omer:
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1t is from the roots of the commandment from the angle of the simple understanding [that] since the entire
essence of Israel is only the Torah, and because of the Torah were the heavens and earth created, and as it is
stated (Jeremiah 33:25), "Were it not for my covenant day and night, etc.” And it is the essence and the reason
that they were redeemed and left from Egypt - in order that they receive the Torah at Sinai, and fulfill it. And
[it is] like God said to Moshe (Exodus 3:12), "And this will be the sign for you that I have sent you; when you
take out the people from Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” And the understanding of the verse
is [that] your taking them out from Egypt is a sign for you that you shall worship God on this mountain -
meaning that you shall receive the Torah, which is the great principle for which they were redeemed and it is
their ultimate good. And it is a great matter for them, more than freedom from slavery. And hence God made a
sign of their leaving Egypt for the receiving of the Torah; as we always make what is secondary into a sign for
what is the essence.
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And because of this - that it is [the] essence of Israel, and because of it were they redeemed and went up to all
of the greatness to which they rose - we were commanded to tally from the morrow of the holiday of Pesach
until the day of the giving of the Torah, to show about ourselves the great desire [we have] for the honored
day, which our hearts yearn [for] like 'a slave seeks shade' and always tallies when will come the yearned
time that he goes out to freedom. As the tally shows about a man that all of his deliverance and all of his
desire is to reach that time. And that which we count to the omer, meaning, "Such and such days have passed
from the tally," and we do not tally "Such and such days do we have to the time," is because all of this shows

us the great desire to reach the time [of Shavuos].

On Shavuos, we read Megillas Rus. Why? We who have been born into a life of Torah and Mitzvos can
benefit from remembering that given the choice—we should run towards Torah and mitzvos. As Rus
famously said to Naomi—Where you go I will go, where you sleep I will sleep, Your nation is my nation, your
God, my God.:>J2% TI7R) "BY 7Y PI¥ 190 YR ToX *270 WK 3,

Shavuos was the day that the famous ger tzedek, Avraham ben Avraham, was burned at the stake in 1749 in
Vilna for converting to Judaism. Avraham ben Avraham was born Valentin Potocki, a child of one the most
prominent Polish families in the Kingdom of Poland. His memory and self sacrifice to be a Jew, remains as a
reminder of how precious the Torah is and how we never should take it for granted nor approach it from a
place of coercion.

The Aruch Hashulchan writes that the reason the Torah does not identify Shavuos as the day Torah was
given is because Hashem does not want us to understand Torah as an experience that happened only once,
long ago. Shavuos commemorates an ongoing experience—the ongoing communication and relationship
between the Jewish people and Hashem through His Holy Torah, something we have an opportunity to
accept with simcha each and every day!
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Every day of our lives, we have the opportunity to receive the Torah anew. But it takes preparation.

And we must ask ourselves: Are we really ready for Matan Torah? Have we prepared ourselves properly? Do
we run towards Torah? Do we have within us a deep, serious determination to lovingly and joyfully accept
and fulfill all the mitzvos of Hashem? When our ancestors were “offered” the Torah, they responded nwy1
ynw. In their place, would we have readily responded the same way? We are taught that Hashem gave us so
many mitzvos because of His regard for the Jewish people. 770 27% 7277 72°5% XMW R M1 7""2p 730
mem). Does this reflect the way we see Mitzvos? Do we see mitzvos as precious opportunities?

We are about to recite Yizkor, when we think of loved ones who are no longer here with us. We are here to
honor them and their memories ... to continue the precious legacy of the Torah our ancestors bequeathed to
us—through the lives they lived, the mesirus nefesh they showed, and the values they represented. One
meaningful way to remember those who are no longer with us is to use their memory, the lessons from their
lives, to inspire us to be better and greater. Let us think about the past, about all those who dedicated
themselves to keeping the flame of Torah and Yiddishkeit alive, to transmit their values to us. Let us honor
them today by committing to make the Torah real in our lives...and live each day cherishing every
momentand opportunity to live lives of purpose and meaning with real happiness. Let us commit today to
develop an attitude, of joy and appreciation, towards Hashem, His Torah and His mitzvos. May we be zoche
to appreciate the gift of Torah and Yiddishkeit and connect to Hashem through His Holy Torah each and every
day of our lives...amen.



